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COURSE SYLLABUS

Advanced Intensive ABE Reading, Language, Mathematics

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PREREQUISITE(S): TABE Placement Test 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Course Overview:

A.  Description: 
This course focuses on instruction in reading, language development, and mathematics, as well as problem solving skills.  Real-life applications, including work related skills, will be covered.  Students’ needs determine level and kinds of materials used.

B.  Method of Instruction: 

This class will be taught with alternating emphasis on language arts and mathematics.  Small and large group activities, as well as individual work, will be provided.

C.  Objectives:

1. To improve reading and writing skills in all content areas. 
2. To incorporate study strategies that will advance academic skills and apply to further educational pursuits.
3. To develop critical thinking skills, expand writing and reading strategies, and master math procedures.

Course Layout:

READING

Decoding
· Affixes, Ending, Forms

· Use decoding strategies to identify and count syllables in multi-syllabic words

· Recognize unfamiliar (some specialized) words and abbreviations by using knowledge of word parts and word relationships

Vocabulary

· Recognize and comprehend the meaning of moderately complex occupational, technical, and content-specific vocabulary using word, sentence, and paragraph clues to determine meaning

· Identify and interpret basic figurative language (e.g. similes, metaphors, pun, alliteration)

· Recognize rate and accuracy errors and self-correct

Fluency

· Increase reading fluency (accuracy, speed)

· Scan simple text (e.g. ads, schedules, forms, paragraphs) to find specific information

Comprehension
· Interpret the meaning/intent of ideas explicit or implied in a part or whole text

· Use information and ideas from a text in a situation different than that described in the text

· Identify and interpret common figurative language (e.g. simile, metaphor, etc.) and other poetic devices such as alliteration, puns, personification, and hyperbole found in a literary work

· Examine the elements of style or structure in an excerpt or determine how these elements relate to the excerpt’s effect

· Identify purpose (e.g. to inform, to entertain, to interpret, to solve problems) as an aid in focusing reading

· Interpret word and line passage meaning, figures of speech

· Read and interpret fiction and nonfiction such as novel, short stories, biographies and poetry

· Identify and use the structural features (e.g. headlines, table or contents, graphics) of newspapers, magazines, and editorials to gain meaning from text necessary to answer ten questions

MATH

· Understand and compute with positive and negative integers

· Understand and apply number theory concepts (LCM, divisibility)

· Select appropriate graphic form to best depict the data

· Write and solve word problems using algebraic expressions and equations

· Demonstrate and understanding of the properties of similarity, congruence, and symmetry by analyzing attributes of geometric figures

· Identify and use the properties of angles to solve problems

WRITING

· Recognize and correct errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure

· Revise sentences to improve clarity or logic

· Present an opinion or explanation (regarding a pre-assigned topic), with appropriate attention to organization, support, clarity, and correctness of expression

· Develop proficiency in essay writing by utilizing the GED scoring rubric and practice topics

SCIENCE

· Analyze and interpret data using level appropriate scientific terminology

· Distinguish fact from hypothesis or opinion

· Interpret and analyze information from charts, graphs, and diagrams

· Determine cause and effect and logical sequence

· Make inferences based on scientific information

· Paraphrase scientific ideas into simpler terms

SOCIAL STUDIES

· Identify the basic structure of American government

· Read and interpret maps and other illustrations

· Restate information and summarize ideas

· Identify implication

· Use given or remembered ideas in order to transfer them from one context to another

· Distinguish facts from hypothesis or opinions 

· Recognize unstated assumptions

· Distinguish a conclusion from supporting statements

· Identify cause and effect relationships

· Assess the adequacy or appropriateness of data to substantiate hypotheses

· Recognize the role values play in beliefs and decision-making

CRITICAL THINKING

· Identify cause and effect

· Evaluate using multiple criteria (What is the same?  What is different?   Would doing it differently have made a difference?)

TEST TAKING SKILLS

· Locate information pertaining to multiple-choice items in reading passages

· Identify multiple-choice distracters through the process of elimination

· Estimate time allotment for blocks of test items

Textbook(s) and Required Tools or Supplies:
Contemporary Number Power

Number Power Review

Six -Way Paragraphs

Steck Vaughn Comprehension Series (Levels D and E)

GED Academy (Computer Website)
Five Folders—Literature, Language Arts, Math, Social Studies, Science

Notebook, Pen, Pencil, Highlighter, Ruler

Calculator—Casio fx-260 Solar (optional)

Computer access (optional)

Grading Plan:
Grading consists of P (pass) and N (not pass).  If you attain your GED credential, you automatically attain a “P.” 

Students will be dropped after 5 consecutive missed classes with no explanation. 

Course Component Specifics:
· To be successful in this class, it is expected that all students will attend each class session, attend for the entire session and notify the instructor when you will not be there in advance. Five absences in a row is the State of IL rule to drop a student.  If you are not physically present, I will not count attendance for you that day.
· Phone and email are both acceptable means of communication.  

· It is the expectation of this course that homework may be given and completed. This makes it even more important for you to attend every class session. You may submit questions via email. You can expect a response within 24 hours.
Students with Disability Statement:  

If you have a disability and need accommodations, please see the instructor after class or contact Office for Students with Disabilities in L112 at the Grayslake campus. To schedule an appointment, please call: voice (847) 543-2474; TTY 223-0134  

Academic Standards: 

The College of Lake County has adopted the Student Rights and Responsibilities Policy (#403) and a Statement of Student Academic Integrity. These may be found in the Student Handbook.

· A short summary: Don’t cheat, don’t lie, don’t copy, and don’t put yourself in any position that will compromise your academic process/progress. 

Classroom Rules of Conduct:
· No eating/drinking in class

· Bring all materials/books as needed

· NO CELL PHONES OR TEXTING – PLEASE TURN THEM OFF OR SILENCE THEM.

· Be on time; four hours a week goes quickly.

Please do not do the following:

· Listen to electronic devices

· Do homework for other classes

· Chat/visit/whisper with classmates during lectures or whole class activities

· Come to class late

· Any rude, disruptive, or disrespectful behavior

Emergency Procedure:
Evacuation procedures: Exit and go through the doors out of the classroom.

Campus Safety can be contacted for other emergency matters.  X5555 for emergencies.
Miscellaneous:
Suggestions for success: 

· Take things a one step at a time. 

· Call/contact me if you have questions or things come up.

· Don’t stop coming to class if you are frustrated, talk to me!  That is why I have office hours before and after class.

Student personal data; privacy policies: 

· Any personal information that is collected will be kept strictly confidential. The College of Lake County adheres to FERPA laws.

Course/instructor evaluations: 

· Evaluations will be sent by the Adult Education Department once a session. They will be filled out in class and returned via campus mail.  

Guest speakers/instructors/observers: 

· Please don’t worry if we have guests. They are here to make sure you are getting the best possible education.
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