[image: image1.png]= I/:
NATIONAL COLLEGE TRANSITION NETWORK




www.collegetransition.org
4.2.4 Promising Practice 4:  Preparing Students for College-level Math 
Set up of Journal Entries
You should journal after every class.  The entries should be set up as follows:
Date of each entry, page number, example number and your name at top of entry
Part I -  
Respond to the journal prompt for the day.  I will assign a



numbered prompt from the text  as part of your homework 



problem.  Each response will be checked for the completeness of 


the answer when journals are collected.  You will be asked to 



give an example as well.  For further points, try to see if you



can connect the concept to your work or daily activities.  
Or



how does this concept remind you of something entirely


different? (abstracting or metaphor) (Ex. The number line reminds me of playing a piano.  The right hand is the positive numbers and the left hand is the negatives)

Part II - 
Reflect on the lesson for that day.  Discuss what you understand, any new strategies you have discovered that work, what is frustrating or confusing you, etc. This helps me to better present future lessons, or 

review areas of difficulty.  The journal is your voice in the learning process.  Current research has found that student reflection helps with understanding of concepts.

You may use a spiral notebook, paper in a folder, anything that keeps your journal organized.   I will collect the journals every Thursday beginning on April 29.  Each time two responses should be passed in unless a class was canceled (except the first time when 1 will be passed in).  For example, on April 29, you will hand in the prompt for April 26; on May 6, you will hand in the prompt for April 29 and May 4, etc.  I will score the entries with the following categories (see next page).

Answer completion

Student answers the prompt correctly and completely. 
3 points


Student answers the prompt correctly with some detail.
2 points


Student answers the prompt but there may be some


incorrect details or lack of details.




1 points


Student answers the prompt incorrectly.



0 points






Example

Student gives several examples, illustrations, or graphs.
3 points



Student gives one example, illustration or graph.

2 points


Student does not give an example.




0 points


Connection or abstraction*

Student is able to connect the prompt to something in their


life or work. 







2 points


(*this is optional for extra points)


Reflection

Student provides a reflection.




2 point


Student does not provide a reflection.



0 points




Grading




10 points = A+

4 points = C



  9 points = A

3 points = C-




  8 points = A-

2 points = D




  7 points = B+

1 point = D-




  6 points = B







  5 points = B-



(*journal drops a point each day it is late.)
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